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Symposium:
Whither Grand Valley State University?

What follows begins an on-going discussion of the future plans for Grand Valley
State and its two campuses. We hope the remarks of President Lubbers and his faculty
respondents will stimulate others to join in the dialogue, which will, of course, be
printed in future issues of The Grand Valley Review.
The ancient Greeks, we are told, gathered together to talk, drink, and entertain
themselves in what they called a symposium. Our modern equivalent takes place either
in conference rooms, lecture halls, or sans drink, on the pages of intellectual journals.
The Review editors are hosting the following Symposium because we think the issues
at hand are significant and the stakes high.
Grand Valley's opening of the L. V. Eberhard Center presents the University with
a number of opportunities and challenges. Join this with the Stow Davis gift, and
the magnitude of a downtown campus adds proportionately to the problems. Though
great potential inevitably brings greater risks, they can be minimized. One obvious
way is through planning by those appointed to committees and ad hoc groups; another
way, and here we have perhaps a supplement to the former, is through open discussions. Thus the purpose of this Symposium: to begin an on-going discussion of the
future plans for Grand Valley State and its two campuses. We hope the remarks of
President Lubbers and his faculty respondents will stimulate others to join in the dialogue. Future issues of the Review will, of course, carry on this discussion, as long
as there are ideas to offer and topics to explore. The editors of this journal await your
responses.
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